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and is revered as the Veteran among the Haridasas. He

desired to adore Sri Panduranga Vitthala with five lakh
songs of his composition. He was able to offer four lakhs
seventy five thousand songs at the feet of his Lord and
prophesied that his own son would complete the rest

in his next birth. Sri Vyasaraya Svami, the spiritual

master of Sri Purandara Dasarya honoured the latter's
songs by the nomenclature Purandara Upani.sad. He
is also remembered as the forefather of Karnatic music
system which he rendered in easy style.

Guru Purandara Dasarya;

He was one of the sons of Purandara Dasarya. Be-
fore he was initiated as a 'Haridasa^ he was called
GUruraja. He was initiated by his own father with
the name of dedication- ^uru Purandara Vitthala5.
He too has enriched the literature of the Haridasas by
many of his songs and poems. In one of his poems
of rare quality starting with the line, "In the elephant
Thou art in the form of the elephant", he has given

a nice account of the nature of the soul, of Sri HarFs
form, indwelling the soul and acting like the soul, and
of creation, maintenance and destruction.

Sri Vyaya Dasarya:

Vijaya Dasarya, who led a glorious career during
the 17th-18th centuries, was the one who had been
bom as the son of Purandara Dasarya by the name
Madhvapati. He had to spend the earlier part of his life
in great penury. He went on a pilgrimage to Varanasi.
There, the Supreme Lord appeared in his dream in the
guise of Purandara Dasarya and, taking him to Vyasa

Kasi for the darsan of Sri Vedavyasa deva, inscribed
the word VIJAYA' on his tongue. The poor brahmana,
who was not very learned, all of a sudden turned out to
be ^Vijaya Dasarya\ His words became prophetic. His